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 As we enter 2007, many 
exciting projects and plans 
for the future are coming 
into focus.  Construction 
on the new convention 
center/hotel on Lake 
Granbury is expected to 
commence in March.   This 
exciting project will add 
yet another dimension to 
our local economy by 
bringing even more tour-

ists and visitors to the area.  It will also be an 
asset to the community by offering a large 

venue for community events and meetings.   

 

 The EDC is planning several events that you 
will want to be a part of in 2007. First, the 6

th
 

annual Granbury -Hood County Economic 
Outlook Conference is being planned for 
Thursday, March 22.  The location and time 
will be determined in the next few weeks.   
The EDC, Granbury CVB, and Lake Granbury 
Chamber of Commerce are putting this event 
together that will include updates on commer-
cial and residential projects, the Barnett Shale, 
and a real estate snapshot  from  Dr. Mark   
Dotzour from the Texas A&M Real Estate Cen-
ter.  Second, we had to postpone our oil/gas 
reception scheduled for November 30 be-
cause of inclement weather.  We will notify 
you in the near future when a new date is 
determined.  Third, the Economic Develop-
ment Board and Advisory Board Strategic 
Planning Retreat is being planned as we 
speak, with more details soon to follow.  This 
is a very important event as we will identify 
goals and objectives for the coming year.  
Lastly, city, county, and economic develop-
ment officials are planning a trip to Washing-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Joey Grisham, Director 
 

ton D.C. in early March to lobby for additional 
funds and support for local projects.  This 
group plans to meet with several elected offi-
cials and government departments on the 

trip. 

 

I firmly believe 2007 will be a banner year for 
the EDC.  Our primary goal is to continue to 
help develop and identify opportunities that 
will enhance the economic base of Granbury -
Hood County.  If we are successful at develop-
ing sites with spec buildings, we stand a bet-
ter chance of recruiting very good jobs and 
investment s to our community.  To make this 
happen, we need your full support, whether 
that be in the form of leads or investment.  
We must come together with a collective vi-
sion to help achieve goals that will take our 

community to a higher level.  

 

Just as a reminder, our retail leakage (gap 
analysis) is available on our website at  
www.granburyhoodedc.com under Retail.  
Our website also provides other useful infor-
mation including demographics, housing, 
and doing business in the community.  Also, 
our new aerial maps are in, so be sure to stop 
by our office in city hall if you need copies.  

Best wishes for a prosperous 2007! 

 

Warmest Regards, 

 

 

 

 



job,ó to stimulate the production of gas.  

(Currently, Devon is fracturing 4-5 wells 

per day, six days a week.)  In the past, the 

wastewater or flow back, as it is known, 

returned so polluted that it would be 

hauled many miles away to disposal wells 

which represented a major expense.  But, 

new technology designed by Jacob Hall-

dorson , CEO of Aqua-Pure, from Calgary, 

Canada  makes this no longer necessary.  

Aqua-Pure has turned a liability into an 

asset for Devon.     

Aqua-Pure has developed a unit called 

the NOMAD 2000, which uses technol-

ogy that has been around for a hundred 

years but previously had some inherent 

problems.  One major problem being the  

size of the unit for the evaporation proc-

ess.  The units were so large and expen-

sive to build that it was cost prohibitive.  

But, the innovative design of the NO-

MAD revolutionizes this previous prob-

lem.  The units are compact compared to 

their predecessor making them also mo-

bile. 

 

The NOMAD cuts costs 50% to 60% by 

creating usable byproducts.  The flow 

back water from each fracture is pumped 

from a holding pit through the NOMAD.  

The unit processes the flow back through 

an evaporation process that produces 

85% pure distilled 

water suitable for 

another frac job.  

The remaining 

15%, called the 

concentrate, con-

tains the brine and 

solid solutions.  It is 

hauled to disposal 

wells or if concen-

trated enough, is 

actually a useable 

byproduct known 

as òkill fluidó. 

Kill fluid is injected 

into a well to act as 

a cork.  This func-

tion occurs most 

commonly either when a well is in pro-

duction and needs to be sealed off to 

keep the gas from flowing to the surface, 

or used when a well must be shut down 

and reworked.  If a drill bit or other piece 

of drilling equipment falls into a well, it 

must be shut down until the equipment 

About the time Granbury was being 

settled, English poet Samuel Taylor Col-

eridge penned his òRime of the Ancient 

Marineró that contained the familiar 

phrase:  òWater, water, every where, 

nor any drop to drink.ó  Lately, similar 

thoughts have popped -up in conversa-

tion among Hood County residents 

while discussing the water issues facing 

us in the future.  Will there be sufficient 

water supplies to meet demand?  Can 

we afford to sell our water to the gas 

industry for drilling in the Barnett Shale?  

 

The Barnett Shale should be a tremen-

dous economic impact to Hood and 

surrounding counties with some of the 

benefits already being realized.  How-

ever, concerns about the water supply 

are fervent in the minds of the citizenry. 

 

Devon Energy, a leader in the Barnett 

Shale production, is well aware of this 

concern.  Devon is the largest lease 

holder in the Barnett with 733,000 net 

acres.  The company is also the most 

prolific producer, accounting for 650 

million cubic feet of natural gas equiva-

lent per day, which represents about 

half of the fieldõs total production.   

 

Devon, like all gas producers, must have 

an abundant supply of fresh water to 

force the natural gas to the surface.  

Fresh water mixed with fraccing com-

ponents, are pumped down the well, 

500,000 to one million gallons per òfrac 

is recovered.  To do so, the kill fluid is 

pumped into the well to seal it off until 

recovery takes place. 

 

The Nomads are skid-mounted and de-

signed for highway transport on low -

boy  trailers.  Each is totally self con-

tained and needs no external source of 

electric power.  Natural gas powers the 

compressor and drives the generator, 

which produces electricity to power the 

pumps, instruments and controls.  And, 

when treatment at one site is finished, 

the operator can drain the system, load 

it on trucks, and haul it to the next loca-

tion.  Then the unit is erected within a 

couple of days and the process starts all 

over again.   

 

Substantial drilling activity in an area  is 

a driving force in the NOMAD site pref-

erence, but, other factors are consid-

ered in the selection process.  The site 

must be easily accessible for truck traffic 

and in a low density area.  And, there 

must be a good working agreement 

with the land owner.  

 

The NOMADs are owned and operated 

by Fountain Quail Water Management 

of Jacksboro.  They have been granted 

a permanent license 

from the Texas Rail-

road Commission for 

its NOMAD mobile 

units operating in 

Texas.  The RRC 

Chairman Elizabeth 

Ames Jones states, 

òCompanies like 

Devon and Fountain 

Quail are to be com-

mended for their 

efforts to test innova-

tive technologies to 

conserve the use of 

water at gas drilling 

sites in the Barnett 

Shale and to mini-

mize the resulting 

saltwater that must be disposed.ó   

 

Fountain Quail is a joint-venture part - 

(continued on Page 3) 

PA G E 2  

Devon leader  in  recyc l ing dr i l l ing water       

  Concentrate being collected after  
the back flow  has gone through the 
evaporation process. 
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NOMAD Designer, Jacob Halldorson, 

shows Devon Supervisor Jay Ewing 

and EDC Director Joey Grisham the 

control panel which operates the God-

ley operation. 



 

 

In order to add more local business 

people to the Economic Development 

Board, two additional board slots have 

been created.  The City and County will 

each be able to appoint one person not 

elected to public office.   

 

For 2007, the County chose Chuck 

Baskett (retired), while the City of Gran-

bury chose Mary Ward, Regional Presi-

dent of Southwest Securities Bank.  This 

will bring the total number of EDC 

board members to seven.   

 

Other new board members for 2007 

are County Judge Andy Rash and 

County Commissioner Leonard Heath-

ington.  They will be joining current 

board members Mayor David Southern, 

City Manager Harold Sandel, and Bill 

Hooks of the Lake Granbury Economic 

Development Foundation.      
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of the future with more and more units 

being installed throughout the Barnett 

Shale.  òWe all have to be good stew-

ards of our water supply.ó 

 

 

Each unit has a 

daily output of 

2,000 barrels 

of distilled wa-

ter and 350 

barrels of con-

centrated brine, which is quite an im-

provement from the first unit Devon 

allowed Fountain Quail to test.  òIt took 

eight months to make 20,000 barrels of 

distilled water,ó stated Delzon Elenburg, 

President of Fountain Quail.  òDevon 

believed in us and gave us the chance 

to prove we could do this.ó  Last year 

there were three units in Haslett that 

produced 900,000 barrels of water for 

reuse.  Thatõs 900,000 barrels that were 

not needed from a fresh water source 

nor had to be disposed! 

Aqua-Pure has two units near Cleburne, 

two in Godley, and soon will have three 

units in Haslett.  In May three additional 

NOMADs will arrive and three more units 

will be coming in the fall; all of which will 

be on Devon property.   

 

Aqua-Pure is building the units as fast as 

they can.  Parts come from all over the 

world, and then the units are assembled 

wherever Aqua -Pure can find a shop that 

has the time to construct them at a rea-

sonable cost. 

nership with ownership equally be-

tween Aqua -Pure and a group of Texas 

investors.  Aqua-Pure builds the units 

and sells them to Fountain Quail for 

about $2.5 million 

apiece.  Fountain 

Quail does all the 

work.  It trans-

ports, operates, 

and maintains the 

plant charging a 

fee for each barrel 

of wastewater it 

treats, and then 

sells the distilled water back to the pro-

ducer.  In addition to saving the produc-

ers money, this service reduces their 

fresh-water demand, the trucking of 

both fresh and contaminated water, 

and the disposal volume.  In this case, 

that is Devon.  But other producers are 

taking note and have approached 

Devon to see if they can truck their back 

flow to its locations for recycling.  Jay 

Ewing, Devon Completion/

Construction Supervisor, states that he 

believes that this will become the wave 

V O L U M E 2 ,  I S S U E 1  

In addition to saving the producers money, this 

service reduces their fresh-water demand, the 

trucking of both fresh and contaminated water, 

and the disposal volume. 

EDC BOARD & STAFF 

Judge Andy Rash 

City Manager Harold Sandel 

Mayor David Southern 

Mary Ward 

Bill Hooks 

Chuck Baskett  

County Commissioner Leonard 

Heathington  

Joey Grisham, Director 

Marie Ferguson, Administrative 

Assistant 

      Evaporator of the NOMAD  

DEVON  recycling drilling water,  Continued from page  2  

NEW YEAR BRINGS NEW ECONOMIC        

DEVELOPMENT BOARD OF  DIRECTORS  

The nine most terrifying words in the 

English language are, ñIôm from the 

government and Iôm here to help.ò 

                                 Ronald Reagan 

Mark your calendar-
March 22nd  for the 6th 

Annual  Granbury 
Hood County Economic 

Outlook Conference 

According to a recent Merrill 
Lynch retirement survey, 
only about 25% of baby 
boomers said they did not 
plan to work anymore after 
òretiringó. 



116 West Bridge Street 
P.O. Box  2188 
Granbury, Texas   76048 
 

Our new aerial maps are in and they look great!  The 

updated map has quite a few more features than the 

previous map including city limits, ETJ lines, major 

retailers, inset map of the region, and shaded hous-

ing developments.  It also labels the locations of 

schools and roadways.  Aerial Focus, Inc. of Dallas 

did the maps for the EDC.  We have quite a few cop-

ies, so please feel free to stop by the EDC office in 

City Hall to pick some up. 

NEW AERIAL MAPS AVAILABLE  
 

Phone: 817-573-1114 
Fax: 817-573-7678 
Email: www.granburyedf.com  

GRANBURY -HOOD COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT  

Weõre on the web 

www.granburyedf.com  
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